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Dear “ir:

This letter is to inform ycu of toxicity information we have recsiveg
from cur supplier of the surfactant ammonium perfluorooctanocate, also known as
FC-143, which 1is present in our outfall 005 (permit (WY000127S) in a
concentration of about 0.1 mg/L. The 3M Company has advised us that this
material has been Tound to cause defects in the unborn when fac by stomach
tubes to female rats in a preliminery leboratory experiment. Du Pont uses
FC-143 in tre manufacture of fluoropolymer resins. ‘

Much mocre testing must be conducted to determine the significance of
the 3M experiment. As part of the ongoing program tc determine the safety of
our materials, both Du Pcnt's Haskell Laboratory and 3M are now planning more
detailed experiments. However, we have taken the precaution of reassigning
female personnel aof chilcbearing capability to areas outside those in which
fluoropolymer resins are manufactured cr FC-143 is handled. '

At this time, we do not know the significance, if any, o7 the
crelimirary animal experiment. F(C-143 has been in use for decades withcut {
apparent adverse affects in humans.

1f you need additicnal information, please iet me kncw.
]

Very truly yours,

=

A. ‘C. Hustaon
Environmental Control Ccnsultant
Washington Works
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